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1 . A diagnostic tool, comprising: 
a data input port; 

a microprocessor linked to said data input port; 

a data storage device linked to said microprocessor wherein a 
5 diagnostic application program can be stored in said data storage device; 

a graphical user interface linked to said microprocessor wherein said 
microprocessor receives diagnostic data from said data input port, stores said 
data to said data storage device, and provides output data to be displayed on 
said graphical user interface; and 
10 wherein said output data is displayed on said graphical user interface as 

a list having an identification of each diagnostic value and the diagnostic 
value. 

2. The diagnostic tool of claim 1 wherein the location of a diagnostic 
value in the list of diagnostic values is selectable by a user. 

15 3. The diagnostic tool of claim 2 further comprising an input device for 
selecting diagnostic values in the list. 

4. The diagnostic tool of claim 3 wherein said input device can be used to 
select a diagnostic value and move it to the top of the list. 

5. The diagnostic tool of claim 4 wherein said input device can be used to 
20 change the font of an entry in the list of diagnostic values. 

6. The diagnostic tool of claim 5 wherein said data input port links to and 
receives data from an onboard vehicle computer. 
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7. The diagnostic tool of claim 6 wherein said data storage device is a 
flash memory card and wherein said diagnostic application program is loaded 
on said flash memory card prior to inserting said flash memory card into said 

diagnostic tool. 

5 8. The diagnostic tool of claim 6 wherein said data storage device is a 
hardware interface port module containing said diagnostic application program 
and wherein said diagnostic tool contains a hardware interface port for 
receiving said hardware interface port module. 

9. The diagnostic tool of claim 8 wherein a plurality of hardware interface 
10 port modules having separate diagnostic application programs can be provided 

for connection, at different times, to said hardware interface port. 

10. The diagnostic tool of claim 6 further comprising a transmitter 
connected to said microprocessor for wirelessly transmitting data. 

1 1 . The diagnostic tool of claim 10 wherein said transmitter is an infrared 
15 transmitter and wherein said data is wirelessly transmitted to a printer. 

12. A method of displaying diagnostic data, comprising the steps of: 
displaying a list of diagnostic values on a graphical user interface of a 

handheld diagnostic tool wherein said list includes an identification of each 
diagnostic value; 

20 selecting a first diagnostic value from the list of displayed values; and 

changing the location of the first selected diagnostic value in the list. 
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13. The method of claim 12 further comprising the steps of selecting a 
second diagnostic value and changing the font of said second selected 
diagnostic value. 

14. The method of claim 12 further comprising the step of loading a 

5 diagnostic application program into a memory device of said diagnostic tool. 

15. The method of claim 12 further comprising the step of storing a third 
diagnostic value into said memory device and displaying said third selected 
diagnostic value graphically. 

16. The method of claim 15 further comprising the step of expanding one 
10 axis over a portion of said graphical display. 

17. A diagnostic tool, comprising: 

a data input means for receiving data from sensors in a vehicle; 
a data storage means for storing data received from said vehicle sensors 
and for storing a diagnostic application program; 
15 a user interface means for providing user readable output; 

a processor means for receiving data from said data input means, 
storing said data to said data storage means, and outputting data to be 
displayed on said user interface means; and 

wherein said output data is displayed on said user interface means as a 
20 list having an identification of each diagnostic value and the diagnostic value. 

18. The diagnostic tool of claim 17 wherein the location of a diagnostic 
value in the list of diagnostic values is selectable by a user. 
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19. The diagnostic tool of claim 18 further comprising an input means for 
selecting diagnostic values in the list. 

20. The diagnostic tool of claim 19 wherein said input device can be used 

to select a diagnostic value and move it to the top of the list. 
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